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Abduction
gone awry?

This is one of three images the witness was able to take during this 1974 event. The actual 
object - in the lower left corner, shows up as a teal green color. Credit: Stephen Nord.

Economics professor
recalls UFO experience

Virginia case detailed

A Richmond, 
VA, woman 
recalls events 
from 15 years 
ago when she 
woke in her 

Looking Back: Flatwoods Monster cover-up revealed
September 12, 1952 event may have been alien search and rescue 

Two lives changed for a Newport 
News, Virginia, couple in a matter of 
minutes after listening to a late evening 
newscast describing strange lights in 
the sky.

It was April of 1974 when they made 
the fateful decision to walk to a third 
floor balcony and take a look for them-

selves. No one could have predicted 
they would actually see the objects 
described on television - and interact 
with an odd, green-colored ball of light 
the size of a bowling ball.

The object’s precise movements 
seemed to suggest an intelligence. Sto-
ry begins on page 4.

bedroom during the night at age 19 
and saw an entity at the foot of her 
bed “clinging to the railing” - accord-
ing to a Mutual UFO Network (MU-
FON) report released April 4, 2011, by 
MUFON STAR Team Field Investiga-
tor Norman Gagnon.

The following is from MUFON Case 
# 27928 - with material directly from 
Gagnon’s report. The case was inves-
tigated on March 13, 2011. The case 
occurred in Chesterfield County on 
September 28, 1996.

Background: Witness woke up in the 
middle of the night and saw an entity 
at the foot of her bed clinching to the 
railing. “Lee” was19 and husband, 21, 
at the time.

Sequence of Events: Fifteen years 
ago “Lee” and her husband were in their 
bedroom sleeping along with their dog 
that was on the floor next to the bed. 
Approximately 3 a.m. “Lee” woke up 

Continued on page 7

by Frank C. Fescino, Jr.
My research into the “Braxton County Monster” 
or “Flatwoods Monster” began in 1991 while vis-
iting family in Braxton County, West Virginia. 

I soon discovered a long lost UFO story that 
occurred on the night of September 12, 1952,  
one of the biggest news stories of that year. 

Continued on page 24
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director’s message

By David MacDonald

MUFON continues
global expansion

Not too many weeks ago HQ began re-
ceiving communications from one of our 
MUFON members in France, Mr. John 
Tomlinson. He was concerned over the 
lack of information being received by 
the various European UFO groups from 
MUFON. The Académie d’Ufologie is 
the leading UFO organization in France 
if not most of Europe.  It has had com-
munication with MUFON in the past 
but felt that as the years have gone by 
the flow of information fell silent. They 
contacted us to consider reestablishing 
our communications and reviving MU-
FON’s presence in Europe.

Shortly after that initial email another 
communication was received concerning 
a gentleman in Germany who referred to 
himself as the Director of MUFON Cen-
tral Europe or something similar to that.

Now some red flags were up and wav-
ing. We have no such group, nor any 
such Director. I was not the only one 
in management that was concerned. We 
have enough problems domestically 
with unauthorized use of our name much 
less worldwide.

I contacted Mr. Tomlinson and in-
quired if he was familiar with a Mr. Il-
lobrand Von Ludwiger. Not only was he 
familiar with the gentleman but stated 
that he is one of Europe’s most well 
known and highly respected Ufoloigists 
with a very large following. He further 
suggested that rather that confronting 
him why not use the opportunity to ex-
tend our hand in friendship. Well, we re-
ally started investigating this matter and 
what we found was a real eye opener.  
The two gentlemen mentioned above 
are in fact MUFON National Directors 
offering official MUFON representation 
in Europe. They were appointed by Walt 
Andrus back in the 70’s and have been 
loyal ever since. 

In the weeks following those initial 
contacts we have stepped up commu-
nication and interaction with outstand-

ing results. The flow of information and 
camaraderie is incredible. (Thank heav-
ens for computer based translators.) We 
quickly reaffirmed these gentlemen’s 
positions with MUFON and their pro-
motional efforts have been exciting to 
say the least. Word is spreading fast and 
more groups are coming on board. Our 
latest appointment is Mr. Gerard Lebat 
as National Director of MUFON Mo-
rocco.

As of this writing MUFON now has 
the following National Directors, com-
plete with fully functional operating 
groups. 

Mr. Gudrun Andersson (Sweden); 
Mr. Michael Blackwood (Republic of 
Korea); Mr. Bjorn Borg (Finland); Mr. 
Murray Bott (New Zealand); Mr. Lee 
Dines (United Kingdom); Mr. Pieter 
Hendrickx (Belgium); Mr. Gerard Lebat 
(Morocco); Ms. Cynthia Newby Luce 
(Brazil); Mr. Andre Morin (Canada); 
Mr. Ahmet G. Ozisik (Turkey); Mr. Os-
car Rafael Padilla Lara (Guatemala); 
Dr. Marco Pinto (Portugal); Mr. Edo-
ardo Russo (Italy); Ms. Esen Sekerkarar 
(Turkey); Mr. John Tomlinson (France); 
Mr. Illobrand Von Ludwiger (Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland); Mr. M. J. “Tinus” 
de Beer (South Africa).

Furthermore we have Field Investiga-
tors in an additional 20 countries that 
will soon have National Directors and 
operating groups. 

At this time an International meeting 
is being planned and we are working 
on the concept of International “Meet-
ups” via the Internet whereas some of 
our state or sector meetings will be si-
mulcast with other meetings around the 
globe allowing personal interaction with 
the world.

The ground work is being laid for 
MUFON to evolve into an organization 
the likes of which few of us could have 
envisioned.

Does MUFON rock or what!
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editor’s note

By Roger Marsh
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NUFORC Director Peter Davenport 
recounts a 2008 case where it appears 
something with an intense amount of 
heat pushed and mangled a Chicago 
driver’s car - and where the best evi-
dence went missing. Column begins on 
page 16.
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Good witness testimony always gets 
me excited, especially when small de-
tails are reported that jive with hun-
dreds of past reports.

Your October Journal introduces 
some most interesting testimony that’s 
never been publically revealed before 
and where the witness offers up his 
name and reveals location.

An event occurred in the lives of a 
Virginia couple early in their marrage 
and careers in 1974. The husband went 
on to work as a university economics 
professor. The wife also forged a uni-
versity career, but is now deceased.

We thank Northern Illinois Univer-
sity professor, Dr. Stephen Nord, for 
carrying out his wife’s wishes and get-
ting their story “out there.” 

I hope the details of the story will in-
spire future UFO investigations as we 
slowly catalog all of the related para-
normal areas that seemingly overlap 
with our cases.

Dr. Nord’s story begins with a local 
newscast warning of strange lights in 
the sky. The couple moved to a build-
ing roof deck to check for anything 
unusual and experienced two uniden-
tified illuminated objects - where one 
of those objects moved quickly to their 
location and appeared to be checking 
them out. The testimony appears to 
suggest an intelligence in the object’s 
actions, although there is speculation 
on whether the object is in inself a spe-
cies, or are we dealing with a manu-
factured object controlled by an intel-
ligent source?

If you choose the “controlled intel-
ligence” theory, then that opens up a 
hot pot of theories - including, but not 
limited to, (a) the intelligence is one of 
our black projects; (b) the intelligence 
is an  unknown Earth species; (c) the 

intellgience is an off-planet specie.
Go ahead. Pick one.
Oh, you’re a “UFOs are a specie 

themselves” believer?” - Well, you 
have a whole list of choices/directions 
too as we attempt to solve this enigma.

We also thank the Center for UFO 
Studies Scientific Director Dr. Mark 
Rodeghier for taking an interest in this 
story and steering it our way.

While the October Journal is packed 
with good investigation stories this 
month, I am particularly drawn to the 
Illinois case Peter Davenport recalls in 
his column that occurred on election 
night 2008 - just about the time the 
country learned America would have 
its first African-American President.

I lived not far from the incident site 
at that time and I know the road where 
the it happened. If we were working 
with Hollywood types on a fictional 
script where an automobile and a UFO 
bumped into each other on a dark and 
lonely roadway, the actual Japanese 
product in this case could be used to 
show what we think might happen.

Instead of the car simply crunching 
up like a typical car crash, we might 
consider that the automobile would  
melt. This would not be based on facts, 
just an investigator’s hunch.

In this actual case, we know that the 
car was struck by something unseen 
and unheard. While the side of the 
car was pushed in by a rippling effect, 
none of the metal was actually dented 
nor was any of the paint chipped off.

I won’t give away the end of the in-
vestigation - but boy are you going to 
be upset - as was I - when I heard the 
fate of what might have been a “best 
evidence” case.

Your investigation stories are com-
ing in at a faster rate than ever before 
- many, many thanks - and please don’t 
stop. My new promotion for the Jour-
nal:  “Read it with an extra light on.”

Older witness testimony
helps support current work
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I believe that the experiences detailed 
below open some new insights into ex-
traterrestrial beings which I now firmly 
believe are observing and studying us. 
In particular, my experiences suggest 
their thought processes and communi-
cations are very different than our own 
in that they convey their content in an 
instant totality rather than from the la-
borious stepwise building of words and 
mathematics inherent to our own evolu-
tion.  This suggests serious challenges 
for communication with extraterrestrial 
visitors but also an approach to this en-
deavor.

  On a clear Friday night in April 
of 1974 my wife and I were watch-
ing the evening news in our third floor 
apartment in Newport News, Virginia. I 
taught at a college in the area and was 
preparing to return to graduate school 
to work on my doctorate in economics 
in the fall. My wife, Lynne, was em-
ployed as a secretary at a local business. 
Neither of us held any real knowledge, 
interest or opinions of aliens or UFOs.  
This was all about to change.  

On this Friday night Lynne and I were 
watching the 11 p.m. news.  The weath-
erman came on and said their office had 
been flooded with calls from people see-
ing strange lights in the sky up and down 
a good portion of the eastern seaboard. 
With some courage he looked boldly 
into the camera and stated that this was 
a subject that was up to us to decide if it 
was real or not.  My wife and I looked 
at each other and decided to go to our 
third story balcony and take a look at the 
skies before retiring to bed. We walked 
out onto the balcony and what we saw 
and encountered would stay with us the 
rest of our lives.  

 Lynne had urged me to write a chron-
icle of our experience but I remained too 
busy and perhaps fearful of ridicule. I 
do not believe there were but a few days 
that we did not discuss our experience. 
Lynne has since passed away but as she 
lay dying I promised her I would write 
an accurate account of our experience. 
This is the chronicle that I promised.

*The author thanks Dr. Mark Ro-
deghier, Scientific Director, Center 
for UFO Studies, for helpful com-
ments on an earlier draft of this paper. 
 

From the Balcony
 

After listening to what the weatherman 
had said we opened the sliding glass 
door to our balcony and looked to the 
sky. In the middle of the balcony was 
a simple dipole TV antenna that I had 
tied to the balcony railing and ran the 
line to our TV set in the adjacent liv-
ing room. Lynne stood to the right of 
the antenna and I to the left. Below us 
was a large courtyard with trees and an-
other apartment building in the complex 
about 120 feet away. It was now close 
to 11:30 p.m. and the night was clear. 
Within minutes we saw a light far over 
the apartment across the courtyard. It 
appeared to be at least a mile or two 
away and was very bright and blinked 
on and off as it traveled the night sky 
from our left to right. We commented 
to each other that it was probably the 
lights of an airplane and spoke of going 
to bed. This bright blinking light arrived 
at a distant point in front of us and then 
turned a sharp right angle and came in 
a straight line toward us incredibly fast.  
I suspect that the TV antenna played a 
role in this maneuver as dipole anten-
nas are very directional as they pick up 
electromagnetic radiation in the form of 
radio waves traveling at right angles to 
them. This may explain the light’s sharp 
right-angled turn toward us as it crossed 
the sky. 

The light was then suddenly before us. 
It was a brilliant green or jade-colored 
light about the size of a bowling ball. 
It appeared perfectly round and despite 
its brilliant green color did not exhibit 
any rays of light extending beyond the 
perimeter of its spherical shape. As the 
light came upon us we both begin to tin-
gle. At the time we thought it was from 
excitement but as explained below we 
suspected differently after my being in 
an emergency room at a hospital. This 
brilliant orb kept appearing, disappear-
ing and moving about with incredible 

speed. There was no noise associated 
with it whatsoever. For the most part it 
repeatedly came close to touching us as 
it continued to silently blink on and off 
as it traced around our bodies. At the 
time we both felt as though this green 
orb was an alien itself as it appeared to 
exhibit an independent intellect in what 
it was doing. It would suspend itself in 
front and to the sides of Lynne or me 
as though it was looking at us. It would 
then silently disappear. Within seconds 
it would then emerge above our build-
ing as though it was peering at the busy 
street a block or two in front of our 
apartment. We both believed that the 
orb was looking at things. It seemed to 
search the area but kept returning to us. 
In its disappearance it would move and 
then reappear. It was amazingly rapid 
but it varied in how long it would take 
to reappear. At times it would disappear 
and almost instantly reappear far away. 
For at least 20 minutes this orb checked 
out the entire area but spent most of its 
time hovering about us. Lynne told me 
that it appeared to circumnavigate my 
entire head. After a while Lynne came 
to the left side of the TV antenna and I 
held her. Each time the light would ap-
pear we would both tremble. 

After several minutes of this odys-
sey I ran inside our apartment to get a 
camera. Lynne yelled for me to come 
because she sighted a large object up at 
a distance.  As I returned with my cam-
era I looked at the large object but it was 
Lynne who looked at it more intently. I 
was busy searching the skies looking for 
the orb which I feared had disappeared. 
The object Lynne sighted looked huge 
but I cannot hazard a guess as to its size. 
The object was stationary and located 
in the direction from which the green 
orb had traveled. It appeared as a disc 
or thick cigar in shape and had lights of 
different colors blinking or perhaps ro-
tating around its rim. We could identify 
multiple colors in the lights even though 
the object appeared far away. The green 
orb returned and I began snapping pic-
tures. It seemed to be aware of what I 
was doing and tried to avoid wherever I 
pointed the camera. I aimed my camera 

by Stephen Nord, Ph.D.

Object seemed to be intelligent - like an alien itself
‘This orb checked out the entire area but spent most of its time hovering about us’
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and it would again vanish only to reap-
pear somewhere else. Subsequently, 
I began snapping pictures as fast as I 
could. I did manage to capture a good 
part of the light in three separate pic-
tures. These pictures I still possess. 
While our eyes detected no light rays 
extending beyond the perimeter of the 
orb, the pictures revealed greenish-blue 
rays.

After about 20 minutes the orb no lon-
ger appeared. Lynne gazed at the craft in 
the distance while I searched the skies 
for the green light. After waiting for its 
return for another 10 minutes we decid-
ed to go inside. As we left the balcony I 
suggested we not speak but rather write 
down our observations of what we had 
seen. I collected tablets and pens but be-
fore we sat to write we returned to the 
balcony to find the large craft gone. 

For about 30 minutes Lynne and I in-
dependently wrote down what we had 
seen and did not speak. Our descrip-
tions were pretty much identical. Most 
importantly we each felt that the green 
orb possessed some innate intelligence 
that allowed it to maneuver at will as 
it explored us and the area around the 
balcony. We both sensed a personal-
ity and thought that it was actually an 
alien. Later I suspected it was a technol-
ogy through which a personality could 
manifest. We agreed it definitely was 
here to explore and had an interest in 
people. We also both commented on the 
party ensuing on the third floor apart-
ment across the courtyard. The curtains 
were wide open yet the people remained 
unaware and the orb showed no interest 
in them.

After comparing our notes I decided 
to report our incident to the police. I told 
the officer that my wife and I had seen 
a strangely behaving green light which 
we believed to be a UFO.  He politely 
laughed and said “sure you did.”  I re-
plied to him that this was for real and no 
prank.  Silence overcame the conversa-
tion and nothing further was said.                        

  Lynne and I were both tired the 
next day and continued to talk about the 
green orb. We again compared our writ-
ten observations of the incident which 
were nearly identical. I got hold of a 
phone number for the Air Force and 
called them. After several frustrating 
transfers I was connected to someone 

who asked me some questions and I be-
lieve they wrote down some notes.   I 
told him the Air Force was welcome to 
my camera with the undeveloped pic-
tures as well as our notes and testimo-
ny. I further emphatically told him that 
my wife and I were willing to take lie 
detector tests. He then took my phone 
number and told me someone would be 
in contact with me. I never heard back 
from them.                                  

As late afternoon came, Lynne and 
I both felt we needed to get out of the 
apartment.   Although not hungry we 
went out for dinner and arrived back 
home about 8 p.m. We decided to take 
a couple of chairs into the courtyard and 
watch the sky to see if we could see any-
thing again. After about 15 minutes of 
seeing only stars Lynne decided to go 
inside as she was tired. I was buzzed on 

coffee and wide awake. I told her I was 
going to stay a little longer but would be 
in shortly. I told her I would carry her 
chair up the three flights of steps but she 
insisted she could handle it.                    

                                                     
Return of the Green Orb

I watched Lynne carry her chair to the 
end of the apartment where the entrance 
door was located. As she rounded the 
corner and disappeared from sight I re-
turned my focus to the sky.   As I looked 
up the green orb immediately came 
speeding down at me at about a 45-de-
gree angle.  I felt a fear and panic that 
were not evident the previous evening. I 
stood up and started swinging the chair 
I was sitting on at the green light. Each 

Continued on page 6
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time it would disappear in advance of 
my swing and then reappear. I then ran 
to the same door that Lynne had just en-
tered. As I climbed a couple of steps the 
green orb appeared between me and the 
door to the apartment building. This orb 
stayed stationary for several seconds di-
rectly in front of my face. It appeared 
to know that I could not pass into my 
apartment building unless it moved.  I 
felt defeat and the need to surrender. 
It then very, very slowly lifted straight 
upwards. It was an extremely slow and 
non-disappearing movement that I had 
not previously witnessed. As I stood 
there and wondered “what next” I real-
ized the orb was allowing me entrance 
into the apartment building. I raced up 
the first flight of steps, stopped, and 
began pounding at the first door on the 
right which is where our friends lived. 
I saw them as we returned from dinner 
and they said they were going to watch 
some TV.  To me that was less than an 
hour ago. I pounded and pounded on 
their door but no one came.  My heart 
was racing. I was sweating and I felt 
enormous fear. In frustration I raced up 
the remaining two flights of steps car-
rying my weaponized chair. I ran down 
the hallway to our apartment and burst 
through the door which faced across 
the living room directly out to the bal-
cony.  It should have been no later than 
9 p.m. but as I looked across the room 
to the balcony I saw daylight. I called 
out to Lynne and ran into bathroom and 
began vomiting. I was shivering, drip-
ping with sweat, and felt as though I 
had been through the battle of my life. 
Lynne came to the bathroom door and 
held me. She said it was 6:30 a.m. and 
asked where I had been all night.  In a 
quivering and sobbing voice I replied “I 
do not know.”  

It was now Sunday and we cleaned up 
the mess. While trembling I explained 
to Lynne what I could. I then show-
ered and tried to sleep for a few hours. 
I felt very weak when I got up and we 
watched some TV. We decided that we 

should both go to work the next day 
and retired early. As we went to bed she 
quietly whispered “they came back for 
you”. 

The next day was Monday. I felt aw-
ful but I dressed for my classes and 
downed some coffee. I had no hunger. 
I drove alright to my office but after I 
got there I began to have a sinking feel-
ing. I walked into the hallway and actu-
ally called for some help. Hundreds of 
students were normally in the hallway 
but classes had started and no one was 
to be found. I walked toward the men’s 
room but collapsed on the floor before I 
could get there. I lay on the floor for a 
few minutes but no one came. I crawled 
into the men’s room and pulled my way 
up on the sink. I splashed water on my 
face repeatedly and leaned on the sink 
hoping someone would arrive. No one 
came but I began to feel a little stron-
ger. I then slowly walked to my car and 
drove to a nearby hospital. I collapsed 
as I entered the emergency room. They 
put me in a wheelchair and onto an ex-
amination table. After blood draws, be-
ing repeatedly poked, and waiting for 
what seemed hours, the physician came 
in from behind a curtain along with a 
nurse. He cleared his throat and asked 
“have you been exposed to any radia-
tion recently?”

  I replied, not to my knowledge, but 
began telling him my wife and I may 
have seen a UFO that weekend. Al-
though I said little, the physician pulled 
back and told me that my lymph nodes 
were swollen pretty much all over my 
body.  He was about to enter me as a 
patient when I protested and told him I 
would be better off at home. After talk-
ing with Lynne on the phone he became 
assured that I could be taken care of at 
home as she intended to take some time 
off work.  

Her boss drove her to the hospital so 
she could drive us home. Before letting 
me leave the doctor told me to drink lots 
of water and return to the hospital if the 
lumps were not going down. The lumps 
and weakness were present for several 
months but I did not return to the hos-

pital.
By now Lynne and I were convinced 

that my missing several hours (actually 
about nine hours) were spent somewhere 
very different. I became somewhat of a 
zealot and tried to tell my story. A few 
close friends believed me as did some 
relatives. However, most people seemed 
disinterested or had a “so what” attitude.  
Others quickly told me of strange things 
they had seen.   Most of these stories 
sounded like they had seen airplanes, 
satellites, or stars mixed with measures 
of exaggeration. I listened but wondered 
if my reaction to their accounts was 
similar to those of the people I had told. 
Out of respect I would listen to these 
stories. Except for an inner few family 
and friends I decided to shut up about it. 
However, what was to ensue made me 
realize that what had happened may be 
more important than being scorned by 
those who disbelieved or didn’t care. 

In August we left Virginia and moved 
to Illinois where I returned to school to 
work on my doctorate. I was very busy 
with my studies and working as a teach-
ing and research assistant.  Lynne got 
a job at the university and made some 
good friends.  I placed my focus and in-
terests in my studies and tried to forget 
about the incidents that had taken place 
in April. 

However, in late September I noticed 
my thoughts and interests changing. 

While I previously fancied myself an 
atheist or agnostic I began a deep inter-
est in spirituality which I continue to 
this day. I also became fascinated with 
vibration and its relation to sound and 
light as well as to life and spirit.  Ev-
erything appeared connected and bled 
into one another. I was beginning to un-
derstand things innately as though they 
were sprouting inside me. 

Do not take this as egotism as I do 
not claim any brilliance. I am saying 
that I began to understand concepts 
without reading about them. I won-
dered if this was related to my expe-
riences with the brilliant green orb. 
 

Next month: Part Two – The Dreams.

Couple convinced missing hours spent ‘elsewhere’
Most people seemed disinterested or had a “so what” attitude
Continued from page 5
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and as she tried to adjust her dry eyes 
by repeatedly blinking to moisten her 
overnight contact lenses, she noticed a 
figure at the foot of her bed holding on 
to the sleigh bed’s iron railing. In shock, 
she tried moving but realized that she 
was momentarily immobilized but af-
ter struggling for about 10 seconds, she 
broke through her temporary paralysis 
and began to move her arms.

The entity apparently got startled by 
her sudden mobility and it immediate-
ly ran out of the bedroom and into the 
kitchen. 

Her husband and pet dog both were 
apparently incapacitated during the ini-
tial sighting. About 30 seconds or so 
later, she managed to gain most of her 
physical ability and began to scream. 
“Lee” hysterically told her husband what 
she saw and he immediately jumped out 
of bed and turned on all of the lights in 
the house and began searching for the in-
truder but no signs of it was anywhere. 

Both the main door and back door 
were secured and nothing seems to be 
damaged or out of place. 

There were no traces of the alien.
There was no attempt of communica-

tion between the entity and the witness, 
verbally or telepathically. 

No abnormal marks, incisions or scars 
were found on Lee’s body. Nounusual 
light phenomena were seen within the 
house or shining through the windows 
or any strange exterior sounds was heard 
during this incident.

I asked “Lee” why she waited 15 years 
to report her sighting and she replied: “I 
guess I waited 15 years because I didn’t 
want to think about it – it was very up-
setting. Once I finally blocked it out of 
mind, for the most part I didn’t want to 
relive it”. 

I also asked her if she had contacted 
any UFO organizations or researchers 
about her sighting and she said no, MU-
FON was the first time she shared her 
encounter outside her family.

The house that they were living in dur-
ing1996 belonged to her mother and at 
that time her Mom and her husband were 
staying on the west coast. 

This house was located in a cul-de-sac 
and the neighbors were about 10 feet 
from their home.

Entity’s Description: I have asked 
“Lee” to utilize the height of the bed’s 

railing as reference to determine the 
size of the entity and she later conclud-
ed that it was approximately 42 inches 
(106.7cm) tall. 

Although her initial report described 
its skin as “reptile like” but further into 
our interview, she did state that it did not 
have scales or have the texture of a croc-
odile but rather the look of rough skin. 

Its color was a dark, mossy green/
gray and glossy and it was not wearing 
clothing or a uniform. The head had that 
classic Gray-alien appearance with large 
black eyes and each hand had three digits 
(two fingers and a thumb). 

Lee: “It had three fingers kinda on the 
long side and they were fatter at the tips 
of his fingers.”

Investigator’s Notes: The bedroom 
was illuminated from the TV screen that 
emitted the blue non-signal glow. 

This blue light source may have slight-

ly altered the entity’s true skin color from 
the witness’s perspective.

Bed Railing - potential trace of the 
entity’s hand: Shortly after the incident, 
“Lee” felt very uncomfortable with the 
bed railing so she detached it from the 
bed frame and stored it in her attic. 

Since 1996, four residential moves 
have occurred and the railing was con-
tinuously stored in their house attics, 
therefore any evidentiary trace was most 
likely contaminated from these multiple 
handlings and transportations, as well 
as to the exposure of the attic’s harsh 
environmental conditions such as dust, 
moisture and excessive seasonal tem-
peratures.

Entity’s Characteristic: The entity’s 
facial expression conveyed an emotional 
state of being startled or shocked that 
may have been caused by “Lee’s” re-
gaining her physical mobility, e.g., en-
tity’s mouth changed from a miniscule 
aperture to a large opening. 

Was this an abduction gone awry?
As the entity scurried out of the bed-

room and into the kitchen, “Lee” heard 
its footsteps: “I distinctively heard the 
sounds of pitter-patter as it ran away.” 

These footsteps would indicate that 
the entity had mass and weight and pre-
sumably was not the results of a wake-
initiated lucid dream or a ghostly mani-
festation.

Entity seemed startled by witness’s sudden mobillity
Continued from page 1
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The witness (referred to here anonymous-
ly as Billy) filed his report with CMS on 
August 25, 2011, after watching a TV 
show about UFOs. The sighting took place 
on his grandfather’s farm in rural northern 
Georgia in 1952, when Billy was 6 or 7 
years old. The farm consisted of the main 
house, outbuildings, a pond north of the 
structure complex, and a terraced pasture 
to the northeast. The grass in the pasture 
was a fescue about 16 to 18 inches tall.  
There were three or four houses within 
a half-mile of his grandfather’s house, 
interspersed with agricultural fields, pas-
tures and woodlands.

Billy was dropped off by the school bus 
around 3:30 p.m.  He went home, got his 
bike, and went to where his father and 
cousin were building a new chicken house 
behind his grandfather’s house. Billy went 
down to the pond to look for tadpoles.  He 
looked up, and something caught his eye. 
He called out to his dad; “There’s an air-
plane on the terrace!”  He tried to get his 
father’s attention, but he was working on 
the other side of the chicken house and 
couldn’t hear Billy yelling.

The object, as it rested in the grass, 
appeared cylindrical, and looked like an 
airplane.  Billy grabbed his bicycle and 
started towards the object, which was 
approximately 100 to 125 yards to the 
northeast.  Slowly and deliberately, the 
craft lifted off the terrace.  As it rose up, 
he could see it was not an airplane, but an 
egg-shaped craft.  It moved to the north-
west over the row of apple trees on the 
next terrace, and then curved to the north.

Billy rode his bicycle in pursuit and 
watched as the object continued north for 
maybe a hundred yards or more, and then 
he just didn’t see it anymore.  He said, “It 
was there, and then it was gone.”  It lifted 
up before he made it across the pond area 
“like it knew I was coming and didn’t 
want to be there.”  Excitedly, he went to 
his father and cousin asking if they had 
seen the airplane on the terrace.  They 
were working and hadn’t noticed what 
was going on just a couple hundred yards 
away.

As Billy describes it, the craft had no 
wings or other projections and was com-
pletely silent.  It was egg-shaped with “a 

different look on the front than the back” 
(“the front” meaning the side in the direc-
tion of movement); it was a little smaller 
in the front and a little larger in the back, 
and may have had a flat bottom.  The craft 
was a uniform cloud-like gray color ex-
cept for “little areas that were darker” 
located horizontally near the midline. 
The surface of the object was not shiny 
or reflective.  He stated that it was not 
cloudy, but remembers nothing else about 
the weather.  Hypnosis might be a use-
ful technique here to learn more specifics 
about this case, although I did not broach 
the subject with him.

After the craft disappeared, Billy rode 
his bicycle up to the high terrace and 
found an area of flattened grass, approxi-
mately 25 to 30 feet diameter.  The area 
of flattened grass was oval, and the af-
fected grass was angling clockwise, as if 
the craft shifted or twisted clockwise upon 
landing.  Billy remembered this because 
he rode his bicycle around in the flat area 
in a clockwise direction following the an-
gle of the grass. The grass was not burned 
or scorched, and he couldn’t remember if 
there was a depression. 

He went home and told his mother and 
grandmother about the incident. Later that 
day, his grandmother walked with him to 
the terrace and thought the area of flat-
tened grass was unusual, and too large 
for the few cows they had.  His mother, 
whom I did not have the chance to inter-
view due to health reasons, still remem-

bers when Billy came in very excited and 
told her of the incident.  Billy went to the 
terrace every day after school for several 
days after the incident to “play in the flat 
area.” He would ride his bicycle around 
in the flattened grass, or sometimes he 
would lay down in the middle of the area 
and just look up at the sky.

Although this sighting took place al-
most 60 years ago, it is significant because 
there was physical evidence (the flattened 
grass), and the experience had a profound 
emotional impact on the young boy; he re-
visited the location for several days after-
ward, and still reminisces about it today.

One of the most intriguing aspects of 
this interview was that after Billy finished 
his account, he said, “I haven’t talked 
about it this much since it happened.”  
This statement made me realize that not 
only are historical case interviews benefi-
cial for MUFON, but they are important 
to the individuals themselves, who often 
have no one to talk to about these unique 
and traumatic experiences.  Billy was very 
grateful to finally have someone truly in-
terested in listening to his story.

In my opinion, MUFON Field Investi-
gators should pursue historical accounts.  
They contribute valuable information to 
our database, and personally benefit those 
courageous individuals willing to go on 
record years after the fact, sharing their 
experiences in the face of both the gov-
ernment and media influenced social stig-
ma that shrouds this fascinating subject.

By Jonathan A. Bloom
Field Investigator, Acworth, Georgia

Craft had no wings and was completely silent
‘Billy rode his bicycle up to the high terrace and found area of flattened grass’

UFO landing site facing northwest. Photo: Jonathan A. Bloom
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The evening of July 4, 2010, was a re-
markable one in the field of UFO study as 
MUFON received, from across the US, a 
large number of reports of red and  orange 
“fireballs” or “balls of light” flying over-
head. Many of those sightings could not be 
explained by MUFON investigators. 

An excellent example of those sightings 
took place near Hoschton, Georgia, which 
is located about 35 miles ENE of Atlanta’s 
I-285 beltline. A couple in their 40s and 
their son, age 12, were driving home af-
ter watching a nearby fireworks display. At 
about 10:30 p.m. local they were driving 
eastbound along GA Hwy 124 towards the 
intersection with GA 332. At about 150 
yards from the intersection, Mrs. G. (pseud-
onym) noticed what she at first believed 
was a tethered, red, lighted balloon ahead 
and slightly off to the right of their line of 
travel. It appeared initially to be stationary. 
As they watched it began to move to their 
left, northward, toward their line of travel. 
After stopping at the red light for Hwy 332 
and seeing it continue to approach, coming 
directly towards them, they turned left and 
then quickly turned right into a shopping 
center parking lot, between a hamburger-
chain restaurant and drugstore. All three 
family members immediately jumped out 
to watch, and Mrs. G. and her son began 
recording video using their cell phones. 

     As can be heard on the video files and 
as the witnesses later confirmed, no sound 
was heard at any time from whatever was 
approaching. The witnesses used the term 
“fireball” to describe this unidentified 
light. It looked to be roughly the size of 
a beach ball or exercise ball, perhaps two 
to three feet across, spherical, and glow-
ing red-orange. The fireball seemed to be 
either pulsating, or rolling, as a lighter 
yellow-white color can be seen changing 
position on the red-orange ball as the ob-
ject moves across the sky. The astonished 
family watched and video-recorded the 
fireball as it glided steadily across the full 
width of the sky, moving from roughly due 
south to due north. Again, no sounds were 
coming from the fireball, though the three 
were listening intently for clues. 

     About the time Mrs. G. closed her 
cell phone to end the video recording, Mr. 
G. yelled out, “Hey here comes another 
one!” Immediately Mrs. G. and her son 
both began video-recording this second 
fireball, seen to be coming from just the 

same direction as the first. Its appearance 
was identical to the first fireball, as were 
its movement characteristics: flat-level, 
smooth, steady, and “controlled,” using 
the witness phrase. Eventually, the second 
fireball passed out of site after becoming 
obscured by trees blocking the view to 
the north. In all, the witnesses estimated a 
duration of about 7 to 8 minutes from the 
time the first fireball began moving, to the 
second fireball passing out of sight.   

     In the week after the sighting, checks 
with local police and Internet UFO sites 
did not result in any leads. The reported 
flight path should have taken the fireballs 
right over Interstate 85 near Braselton, but 
no reports from anywhere nearby, or north 
of the sighting location, were found. 

     On July 17, 2010, MUFON investiga-
tors Howard and Ausmus interviewed the 
family for about 1-1/2 hours at the sighting 
location. From re-enacting the sighting, a 
thorough understanding of both the sight-
ing and the video evidence was gained. 

     The information gathered from the 
witnesses and contained in the videos pro-
vided useful data for considering possible 
explanations. Judging from their initial 
sighting of the first fireball as being “2-3 
trees up” in height, a UFO altitude estimate 
of 180 to 270 feet above ground would be 
reasonable. One of the videos was found to 
have several reference points.

     Using those reference points, as veri-
fied through re-enactment of the other vid-
eo shoots, sighting and video azimuths and 
elevation angles were determined. Those 
were then used to estimate the distance 
covered by the fireballs as they crossed 
the sky. Using that distance and the time 
elapsed on the second-fireball videos, a 
UFO speed of about 22 mph was esti-
mated. This was slower than the witness’ 

estimate of 35-40 mph, but was crucial for 
considering potential explanations. 

     The videos themselves do not, un-
fortunately, provide much direct informa-
tion about the fireballs. As with the video 
cameras in many cell phones, the video 
resolution the camera produces is about 
180 pixels wide by 145 pixels in height. 
Despite that, the pulsating or rolling ap-
pearance can easily be seen in both of the 
two videos the reporting witness uploaded 
to CMS. These are available to the pub-
lic on MUFON’s website, by going to the 
“Click Here for UFO Case Files” tab at 
upper right, then choosing “Search UFO 
Database;” entering 7-4-2010 for the event 
date in both the “from” and “to” boxes. 

     Many explanations were consid-
ered for the fireballs. Ball lightning is un-
likely since there were no thunderstorms 
anywhere near the sighting location that 
evening. The absolute lack of sound was 
a problem for most man-made object ex-
planations. While advanced or secret U.S. 
military drones or other hardware cannot 
(us usual) be entirely ruled out, no known 
aerial vehicles fit the description. The best 
mundane solution would have been lighted 
balloons or Chinese Lanterns. 

     To consider that idea, wind speed 
and direction data were reviewed. To start 
with, the witness’ recollections were that 
no wind was present. Observations taken at 
the nearest airport (Winder), located about 
8-1/2 miles south, showed winds from the 
SSW at 3.5 mph. However, Weather Un-
derground had an automated weather-data 
station much closer, located just 1.5 miles 
(7900 feet) to the SE. Between 10:22 and 
10:46 p.m., wind speeds recorded at 5 min-
ute intervals ranged from calm (zero), to 
1.4 to 2.8 mph, from variable directions. 
No other wind data close to the sighting 
location could be found. Review of other 
nearby wind-speed data, from both airports 
and automated stations, identified wind 
speeds from calm, up to 4 mph, from vari-
able directions. The estimated UFO speed 
of 22 mph was derived in an intentionally-
conservative manner, and the actual speed 
could have been greater, but was almost 
certainly not less (i.e. not slower). Addi-
tionally the fireballs were low, less than 
300 feet above ground. 

Conclusion: Unknown-Other (since no 
solid-object or craft-like features were 
seen).

Georgia investigates controlled orb objects
Sky lanterns and fireworks ruled out as explanations

MUFON CMS # 24273

Hoschton, Georgia

July 4, 2010

SD Ralph Howard and ASD 
M. Ausmus, Investigators

Classification: Unknown-
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By Stanton Friedman

perceptions

Sci-Fi and UFOs

Almost by accident I spent the Labor 
Day weekend at Dragon*con in Atlan-
ta, Georgia. This is one of the largest if 
not the largest of science fiction con-
ventions or  conferences in the USA. 
It sprawled over five large hotels in the 
downtown Atlanta area. Management 
told me they expected about 50,000 at-
tendees. They even ran out of day pass-
es for Saturday. My agent Mark Tetloh 
had booked me because two talks that 
he had booked for me at gambling ca-
sinos in Michigan and Minnesota had 
been very well received. I had been to 
a Mid-South convention a few years 
back in the Memphis area, and seemed 
to find a responsive and respectful au-
dience. The program listing my three, 
one-hour power point presentations 
used the same title UFO Panel for 
each and the sign outside the door of 
the room giving the programs for that 
room didn’t mention my name.  I was 
therefore delighted that the room seat-
ing about 100 was packed each time. 
There were many questions and many 
who wanted my signature on books. So 
why am I writing about this?

I had been under the obviously false 
impression that people interested in 
Sci-Fi, terror, comic books, all sorts of 
far out topics including ghost hunting 
simply were not into UFOs. They were 
very much into costumes of all genres 
of fiction. Walking between the cluster 
of hotels one saw all sorts of charac-
ters. Most attendees were young. The 
weather was hot and humid and some 
of the costumes were skimpy. Obvi-
ously the managers didn’t think there 
would be much interest in UFOs either. 
My three sessions were the only ones 
on UFOs of the hundreds of events. 
There were autographing sessions 
where people paid as much as $100 for 
signatures from the elite celebrities.

My pessimism was the direct result of 
the attitudes I found several years ago 
of three of the biggest names in Sci-
ence Fiction. Dr. Isaac Asimov (1920-
1992), Dr. Ben Bova (1932- ), and Sir 
Arthur C. Clarke ( 1917-2008)). I de-
scribed these in gory detail in a 23 page 
chapter “Science, Science Fiction, and 
UFOs” in my 2008 book Flying Sau-
cers and Science. I strongly pointed out 
the false reasoning, the ignorance of 
the facts about flying saucers, national 
security and alien visitors… and the 
unwillingness to look at the evidence 
that showed how biased they were…
quoting at length from what they had 
written. Dr. Asimov’s calculation of 
the distance to the nearest civilization 
was a splendid example of unscientific 
reasoning… computing on very shaky 
grounds the average distance between 
inhabited planets in the neighborhood 
and then claiming that was the dis-
tance to the nearest one though he said 
he was assuming that they were ran-
domly distributed. I pointed out that 
when I lived in Northern California, 
the average distance of the 10 largest 
U.S. cities from my home was 1,800 

miles. The nearest one, however, was 
only 30 miles away. He had of course 
provided no data to support his as-
sumptions about how many planets 
there were in the Milky Way though 
he noted 640 million. Today the Ke-
pler data suggested about 100 billion. 
He made nasty remarks about kooks 
and quacks involved in ufology… and 
mentioned none of the large scale sci-
entific studies. He also couldn’t seem 
to imagine anybody coming here with-
out wanting to talk to us, or any rea-
sons why governments would want to 
cover up evidence or could even man-
age to do that for any length of time. 
That every country would very much 
like to duplicate the flight characteris-
tics of the visiting vehicle for military 
purposes seems not to have occurred 
to him along with the fear that if the 
world found out about alien visitations 
governments might have to be con-
cerned with their citizens, especially 
the younger ones, wanting to think of 
themselves as Earthlings instead of 
Brits, Canadians, Americans, Chinese 
etc. So far as I can tell, people in pow-
er are very reluctant to give up power. 
There is also the small problem of who 
speaks for planet Earth.  

Asimov claimed that if aliens find the 
place unpleasant, they are surely intel-
ligent enough to communicate with 
us. Furthermore he also said, “On the 
other hand if they are interested in us, 
but do not wish to make contact with 
us, if they do not wish to interfere, they 
are certainly intelligent enough and ad-
vanced enough to be able to study us 
in whatever detail they need without 
ever letting us be aware of them. No, 
they should either come down and say 
hello, or they should go away. If they 
do neither, they are not intelligently 
guided spaceships.” On what possible 

Dragon Con in Atlanta, GA, is one of the 
largest if not the largest of science fiction 
conventions or  conferences in the USA. 
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basis does he pretend to be an author-
ity on aliens when he admits he has 
investigated no sightings, receives no 
UFO publications and refers to none 
of the scientific studies? How could 
aliens study the many different aircraft 
without the pilots and radar monitor-
ing them not being aware of them? The 
thought that with our rapidly develop-
ing fission and fusion weapons and 
propulsion systems able to get us to the 
stars, we might be a threat to the neigh-
borhood seems not to have occurred. 

We had some correspondence as he 
is famous for responding to all mail. I 
guess I got too close to the truth and 
in response to my last communica-
tion (my 1977 MUFON paper) he sent 
me a postal card: “I don’t want you to 
think I didn’t get your letter—so that 
you would be forced to write again. I 
received your letter. I do not wish to 
answer and in future I will not even 
acknowledge”. Nothing like arrogance 
combined with ignorance. I should 
point out that some of his anti-UFO 
propaganda appeared in publications 
such as TV Guide which had a weekly 
circulation then of about 18,000,000 
who had no reason to know he was put-
ting out nonsense... much more impor-
tant than his articles in “Fantasy and 
Science Fiction.”

Ben Bova received his PhD later in 
life and did more editing and wrote 
fewer books about science than did 
Asimov. He has won a host of writ-
ing awards. He had edited one of the 
best known science fiction magazines 
“Analog.” In a Brass Tacks column he 
summarized his reason for not want-
ing to open the column to a responsible 
debate on UFO evidence within the 
framework of the scientific method. 
He said:

1. It has been well established 
that most UFO sightings are unusual 
but perfectly natural phenomenon 
(NOT TRUE).

2. The unexplained sightings are 
simply those for which there is too 
little information to provide a solid 
factual basis for an explanation (NOT 
TRUE).

3. To date there has been no 
(repeat NO) valid evidence for 

extraterrestrial visitations (NOT 
TRUE).

4.  Would that there were.
Bova gives no references for these 

strange comments. 
I sent him copies of the main data 

tables from the largest study ever done 
for the US government “Blue Book 
Special Report No. 14.” The data, as 
opposed to his proclamation, show that 
the balloon and aircraft designations 
covered 34 percent of the 3,201 sight-
ings. The UNKNOWNS were 21.5 
percent and, of great importance for 
item 2, 9.3 percent were listed as in-
sufficient Information… so 64 percent 
were NOT natural phenomenon and 
by definition the UNKNOWNS were 
not the cases with too little informa-
tion. Why bother with the facts? He re-
plied again falsely saying, ”Whenever 
enough information about a sighting 
has been obtained, the phenomenon 
has turned out to be terrestrial in ori-
gin.” Again we have an absolute lie. 
The tables I sent showed that the prob-
ability that the UNKNOWNS were 
just missed KNOWNS was less than 
1 percent ... 27 years later (2002) he 
wrote another column using “the UFO 
Faithful” three times. He disparaged 
Roswell with ”The disk was definite-
ly a flying saucer… For nearly half a 
century Roswell has stood as a classic 
example of the government hiding the 
truth about flying saucers.”

Funny the first book, The Roswell 
Incident wasn’t published until 1980. 
His math wasn’t very good. He did say 
there was a cover-up... using the silly 
Mogul Balloon explanation. Bova, 
when he was editor of OMNI, said “it 
is all too easy to fall for unsupported 
stories that tell us what we want to Be-
lieve.” The best illustration is the UFO 
stories written by Asimov, Bova, Sir 
Arthur C. Clarke, and other debunkers.

Clarke was more into real technolo-
gy than either Asimov or Bova, having 
worked on the development of radar 
in WW II, having put forth the idea of 
space satellites, having debunked the 
strange notions of an astronomer in 
1941, Dr. William Campbell, who had 
claimed that a rocket able to get a man 
to the moon and  back would have to 

have a launch weight of a million mil-
lion tons, or just a bit larger than the 
3,000 tons that were actually required 
to launch the manned Apollo craft . 
In a 1971 Saturday Evening Post  ar-
ticle, “Whatever happened to Flying 
Saucers?,” he said, “The public is no 
longer worried about them—no longer 
news. 

The hysterical credulity of the late 
40s has been replaced except in the 
minds of the surviving cultists—by a 
realization of the fact that the heavens 
are full of extraordinary sights.” 

He falsely claimed that what had 
killed the visitors-from-space concept 
was the international Geophysical Year 
(July 1957-December 1958)...”They 
never discovered a single flying sau-
cer”…. More hogwash by proclama-
tion. One of the best series of UFO 
pictures were the ones taken off Trini-
dade Island, Brazil, by a Brazilian IGY 
photographer and released to the pub-
lic by Juscelino Kubitschek, President 
of Brazil. Clarke also falsely claims 
that military radar systems have never 
detected UFOs… implying falsely that 
he would have had a need to know for 
such military data. He stated: “No… 
flying saucers are dead.” Not a very 
good prediction.

Enough. The reader can see why I 
expected the science fiction communi-
ty to give me a hard time. Fortunately, I 
was not given a hard time at all. I even 
was allowed to comment after what 
was supposed to be a debate about Fis-
sion vs. Fusion for space propulsion. I 
noted that I had worked on both, that 
several impressive fission systems had 
been successfully operated, and that 
an appropriate and efficient Fusion 
system could be built to take us to the 
stars, if we wanted to spend the money. 
I quietly was asked if I would be will-
ing to speak next year about such tech-
nology. I said yes.

So I hereby apologize to the Science 
Fiction Community. Thanks for your 
open mindedness and hospitality and 
for providing so much entertainment 
and information. I was wrong.

Stanton T. Friedman can be reached 
at  fsphys@rogers.com or stanton-
friedman.com. 
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UFOs and Nukes

By Robert Hastings

The Echo and Oscar Flight incidents:
UFOs disabled American ICBMs

On March 16, 1967, 10 Minute-
man-I nuclear missiles operated by 
Malmstrom Air Force Base, Montana, 
suddenly malfunctioned one after the 
other, just as a “large round object” 
was reported to be hovering “directly 
over” one of them—according to re-
tired USAF Col. Walter Figel, one of 
two launch officers on duty at Echo 
Flight during the incident.

Figel received the startling news 
while in the flight’s underground 
launch control center, via a two-way 
radio call from an Air Force security 
guard posted at the missile silo in ques-
tion. Although skeptical, then-Lt. Figel 
dispatched a couple of two-man Secur-
ity Alert Teams to the field to investi-
gate. They subsequently confirmed the 
presence of the UFO.

These astounding admissions were 
audio-taped, with Col. Figel’s permis-
sion, during three of our telephone con-
versations—in 2008, 2009 and 2010—
in which he discussed the incident in 
great detail. One may listen to those at:

http://www.ufohastings.com/arti-
cles/the-echo-flight-icbm-incident
On the 2008 tape, Figel said that he 

and his missile commander, then-Capt. 
Eric Carlson, were debriefed about the 
UFO encounter back at the base and 
ordered not to talk about it. In an earli-
er conversation with me, Carlson him-
self claimed to have no recollection of 
a UFO report during the full-flight mis-
sile shutdown and further claimed that 
he recalled no mention of UFOs during 
the debriefing. 

When told of this, Col. Figel was 
quite incredulous about his former 
missile commander’s supposed mem-
ory lapse, as one may hear on tape. 
He said that Carlson “was sitting two 
feet away” from him when Figel took 

the frantic call from the guard about 
the hovering UFO. Figel also said that 
Carlson—as the senior officer in the 
two-man Missile Combat Crew—act-
ively participated in the debriefing, 
again while sitting next to him.

Col. Figel had first gone on-the-re-
cord about the incident during a 1996 
audio-taped conversation with former 
USAF Capt. Robert Salas, the Minute-
man missile launch officer who co-
sponsored my September 27, 2010 
“UFOs and Nukes” press conference 
in Washington D.C. That event was 
streamed live by CNN and the full-
length video is at: 

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3jUU4Z8QdHI

In spite of these very important, 
tape-recorded admissions by Col. Figel 
to Salas and me, Eric Carlson’s son, 
James, has spent the past several years 
posting comments at countless blogs, 
claiming that his father is being truth-
ful when he says that no UFOs were 

present at Echo Flight during the shut-
down incident. However, James fur-
ther claims—falsely—that Col. Figel 
insists the on-site guard was only jok-
ing when he reported a UFO hovering 
above the silo. In reality, Figel clearly 
told me on tape that the individual in 
question “was serious but I wasn’t tak-
ing him seriously.” 

Over time, the younger Carlson has 
told a great many other falsehoods 
about the incident. During Figel’s 
2009 taped conversation with me, the 
obviously frustrated colonel said that 
James’ claims are “off-base” and that 
“he has an ax to grind.” True to form, 
James ignores these documented state-
ments and alleges that I have misrepre-
sented Figel’s remarks, going so far as 
to charge that I have doctored the tapes. 

In response, I have repeatedly stated 
online that if James will pay the costs 
involved, I will have the tapes scien-
tifically analyzed, to prove that they 
are unaltered. Not surprisingly, Carl-
son has ignored this offer. Instead, he 
continues to claim that I am “a liar and 
a fraud” because I persist in publiciz-
ing Col. Figel’s important revelations, 
which contradict his father’s own 
claims.

Importantly, other persons have sub-
stantiated Col. Figel’s account of a 
UFO-presence during the Echo Flight 
incident. The late Robert J. Kaminski, 
who headed the Boeing Company mis-
sile engineering team that investigated 
the case, says he was told by a Boeing-
Air Force liaison that UFOs had in-
deed been sighted in the vicinity of the 
flight’s launch silos at the time of the 
missile malfunctions. Kaminski un-
equivocally states that his team could 
find no prosaic cause for the failures. 

Kaminski further says that the Air 

LC-32 Minuteman missile in silo. Credit: Air 
Force Space and Missile museum.
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Force interrupted his investigation in 
mid-stream and ordered him not to file 
a report on the full-flight shutdown—
an unprecedented and still-unexplained 
development. One may read Kaminski 
discussing all of this in a 1997 letter 
to researcher Jim Klotz, which can be 
found at my website, ufohastings.com, 
in the article titled “The Echo/Oscar 
Witch Hunt”.

Additionally, a former Minuteman 
Electro-Mechanical Technician, Henry 
Barlow, has stated during two inter-
views with me—one audiotaped, the 
other videotaped—that while bring-
ing some of the Echo Flight missiles 
back online he had been informed that 
UFOs caused the malfunctions. 

Barlow further said that he and other 
members of the 341st Missile Main-
tenance Squadron had observed UFOs 
on several occasions, both prior to and 
following the Echo incident, while 
working in Malmstrom’s missile field 
during 1966-67. Excerpts from the au-
dio interview appear in my 2008 book 
UFOs and Nukes; portions of the video 
interview will be included in a docu-
mentary film I am currently producing, 
due to be released in 2014.

The Oscar Flight Incident
Shortly after the Echo event, a 

second large-scale, UFO-related ICBM 
shutdown incident occurred at another 
of Malmstrom’s missile flights, Os-
car, according to former Capt. Robert 
Salas and now-retired Col. Frederick 
Meiwald, who were the launch officers 
on duty when it happened. 

A third former officer, Capt. Robert 
Jamison, says he was involved in re-
targeting those missiles after they had 
malfunctioned and had been briefed 
beforehand, together with several other 
targeting team members, that “UFOs 
had been messing things up.” He also 
provides information which strongly 
suggests that the incident occurred 
eight days after Echo, on the evening 
of March 24, 1967. Jamison participat-
ed in my CNN-streamed press confer-
ence and his testimony may be viewed 
in the video referenced above.

With the passage of time, Bob Salas 

had forgotten the alphabetical desig-
nation of the missile flight where his 
experience occurred. After reading 
about the ICBM-shutdown incident at 
Echo Flight in Timothy Good’s 1989 
book Above Top Secret: The World-
wide UFO Cover-Up, Salas assumed 
that the event described was the one he 
had personally witnessed. However, a 
subsequent investigation by researcher 
Jim Klotz revealed the actual identities 
of the launch officers who had been 
at Echo—Walter Figel and Eric Carl-
son—thereby ruling out that possibil-
ity.

Then, after Klotz secured an Air 
Force document via the Freedom of 
Information Act which stated that “ru-
mors” of UFO sightings at November 
Flight had subsequently proved to be 
untrue, Salas wondered if he had been 
at that flight instead. This seemed 
reasonable because Klotz also inter-
viewed the author of the document, 
former USAF historian David Gamble, 
who revealed that his superiors had 
later altered his own comments about 
the sightings, inserting the written 

claim that they had been “disproved”, 
something Gamble implied amounted 
to censorship.

In any case, in the summer of 1996, 
Salas finally located his former mis-
sile commander, Frederick Meiwald, 
who told him that the pair had actually 
been at Oscar Flight when their mis-
siles went down. A fuller discussion of 
the UFO-related events at Oscar may 
be found at my website, in the “Witch 
Hunt” article referenced above, but the 
basic facts follow here:

Then-Lt. Salas was at his missile-
status console in the underground 
launch capsule when he received a 
call from a guard at ground-level, 
saying that a strange, rapidly-moving 
light had been sighted in the sky. Salas 
told the guard to monitor the situa-
tion and to report back if there were 
any noteworthy developments. A short 
time later, the guard called again and 
screamed into the phone that a large, 
glowing, orange-colored, oval-shaped 
object had suddenly appeared and 

Malmstrom Air Force Base, Montana, 2009. Credit: Wikipedia.

Continued on page 22
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filer’s files

By George Filer

[EDITOR’S NOTE: This edited 
roundup of UFO sightings is present-
ed to keep Journal readers informed 
about some of the vast number of 
sightings being reported. Unless 
otherwise noted, these cases have 
not officially been investigated.] 

Alaska Orbs 

SEWARD – Robert writes, “I see a lot of 
UFO activity around here and have been 
thinking about trying to get their atten-
tion so I went to Anchorage and bought 
a very good laser.”  I know not to shine 
it at aircraft, and Seward is way off the 
commercial jet routes, so I grabbed this 
laser, one extremely clear night. I saw 
what looked like a satellite, very high 
in the sky and used my laser and shined 
it in front of it. It then powered up very 
brightly and then many orbs converged 
in that area from nowhere. They then lit 
up all over the sky around us, powering 
up then going dark. My wife was beside 
me watching this going on. Lights were 
coming on and off all over the sky. She 
got scared and ran into the house fearing 
that I upset them. This was just amazing; 
I’ve tried it again since then with little re-
sults. I had the power up the other night, 
but no extra craft like the first time. It’s 
been very cloudy here, and I will retry 
and use the recorder and let you know 
if this works again. Thanks to Robert 
Mackey, Seward, Alaska.

Arkansas Light

WEST HELENA – On September 9, 
2012, I was watching these bright white, 
star-like illuminations in the eastern sky 

for several months. These occur at early 
morning, 2 to 3 a.m. and always in the 
same location. Two and sometimes three 
lights would come blinking together. 
The others would shoot off  like a bul-
let to the south. Tonight was incredibly 
strange when four of them joined the 
stationary one that is seen every night 
and moved in and out around it. The 
four bright, white star-like objects pulled 
away in opposite directions finally be-
coming a half moon shaped, station-
ary, glowing apparition. Note: If these 
lights are being seen every night, then 
they probably can be explained as ce-
lestial phenomena (meteors, bright stars, 
planets, etc). Thanks to William Puckett, 
Director, UFOsnw.com.

Arizona Pulsating Light 

BUCKEYE – My two boys and I were 
playing football at our park on Septem-
ber 1,  2012, and noticed a hovering 
sphere. It resembled a weather balloon, 
but 10 minutes later it flew towards the 
west. 

We continued throwing the football 
and noticed that the sphere looked more 
like a “balloon that has just popped.” 
Just then a ball of light circled the object. 

Finally the first object became a ball 
of light similar to the one it let out. Now 
both objects resembled two distant stars 
that gradually got further and further 
away. Thanks to MUFON CMS.

KINGMAN – On September 6, 2012, I 
woke up in the morning and went outside 
to see a very bright cigar-shaped object 
flying very fast. 

I ran in to get my camera and started to 
film. I was very shaky and tried to zoom 
in and then out to try to get the hill for 
reference. When I went to try to stabilize 
the camera, it was gone. Thanks to MU-
FON CMS.

California Object 

ACWORTH – On my commute home, I 
saw this strange object flying toward me 
on September 7, 2012. At first I thought 
it might be a flock of geese, but it was a 
single object made of joined balls with 
a shifting rough “V” shaped tube shape. 
The top of the “V” always faced up-
wards at different angles. I stopped my 
truck to better view the object as it si-
lently “flew” north in gentle arcs. I took 
several I-phone photos which show the 
“V” shape, but little else as it flew out of 
sight, Thanks to MUFON CMS.

Connecticut White Streak 

STANFORD – On September 6, 2012, I 
was just coming home with my husband 
and son around 7:30 p.m. as the sun was 
setting. I noticed a bright Chemtrail, but 
realized the line wasn’t getting any lon-
ger. When it didn’t get any bigger I re-
alized this was a craft so I ran inside to 
get my camera. When I ran back out it 
had moved farther away. At first, it was 
a foot long, and right after I took the pic-
ture I saw it fade out. We all knew it was 
a UFO. Thanks to MUFON CMS.

Delaware Circles

REHOBOTH BEACH – We were walk-
ing on the beach on August 23, 2012, 
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when we looked up to see two large, 
bright orange/yellow spheres unlike any-
thing we had ever seen. They hovered 
over the coastline for a few minutes then 
one began to ascend, fairly slowly. The 
circle got smaller until it looked like a 
pinhead. Then the second circle did the 
same thing. The discs hovered and then 
ascended straight up and out of sight. I 
felt confident that the there was no logi-
cal explanation for the sighting except a 
UFO. NOTE: The above image is a ren-
dering. Thanks to Ken Pfeifer, MUFON 
NJ, worldUFOphotos.org.

Georgia Photo

POOLER -- Denise Galindo writes, “I 
have spoken to my brother and he would 
rather use me as a middle person be-
cause he is uncomfortable about coming 
forward just yet.” His cat had awakened 
him and he felt compelled to go outside 
and he saw an object which looked like 
a ball of sun and got his camera which 
had a full charge and took the pictures 
and short videos on August 25. 2012 at 
4:15 - 4:30 a.m. He said his battery died 
when the object was making very sharp 
and quick moves. Thank you Denise 
Galindo.

Illinois Strange Light

BURR RIDGE – At around 3:50 a.m. 
on, August 26, 2012, I noticed a strange 
object in the night sky. I was look-
ing through a sky light and noticed a 
small light moving north across the sky. 
It then stopped and started to descend and 
lined itself up between two stars. It had 
a triangular form with three lights. I en-
larged it on my TV set and it looked like 
some kind of ship with three large, dark 
circles under it emitting light. I guess we 

are not alone in the universe as it seems 
that someone is watching us! NOTE: 
The above image was submitted by the 
witness. Thanks to Ken Pfeifer, MU-
FONNJNEWS.com.

OAK FOREST – On September 3, 2012, 
looking northeast from the Food for 
Less parking lot I saw round, light orange 
objects. There were six to nine of them 
floating and disappearing. My wife took 
this picture and when she looked at the 
cell phone there appeared to be another 
object next to it with three dim lights to 
the right of the object. Thanks to MU-
FON CMS.

Maryland Dark Objects

WEST BALTIMORE – On September 9, 
2012, at 7:30 p.m. I was standing on the 
roof of a parking garage photographing 
a beautiful sunset. I turned toward the 
northeast, and saw 10 nebulous black ob-
jects without wings floating very slow-
ly north. I watched the objects fly across 
downtown at 750 feet. They were about 
40 feet apart in elevation, whilst ascend-
ing. An eleventh object followed. I also 
made a report to the Baltimore Sun. 
Thanks to MUFON CMS.

On September 9, 2012, I was watching 
a lot of airplane and helicopter activity 
from my balcony, and commenting to 
my daughter that there are a lot of planes 
out tonight. Then an object passed in 
front of me. I didn’t realize what I was 
seeing at first, but as it got closer I no-
ticed the strange blinking red light on 
bottom, I grabbed my camera and caught 
a video as it was moving away from me. 
It was pretty big and totally silent with a 
black triangle shape with three white sol-
id lights on each corner. It had a blinking 
red light on the bottom center. It contin-
ued to travel straight and out of sight, but 
I couldn’t bend far enough over balcony 
to film it. Thanks to MUFON CMS.

Missouri Triangle 
SPRINGFIELD – On September 6, 2012, 
around 3 a.m. my 5-year-old son woke 

me up and said he was scared because he 
heard a “loud airplane.” So he climbed in 
bed with us. About 4:45 a.m. I woke up 
for work and noticed in the east a large 
blinking, star-like object. It had pulsating 
light with a triangle shape when it was 
closest to me. I noticed that it was actu-
ally moving, but very slowly. Sometimes 
it would move slightly in a southerly 
direction and then back to its apparent 
path east and away from my location. I 
thought it was an airplane when an orb 
appeared above it. It would blink once or 
twice randomly, and then the light would 
go out and work its way around it. The 
entire event lasted about 30 minutes be-
fore the objects disappeared. Thanks to 
MUFON CMS.

New Jersey Black Ball Shaped Craft 

EARLE NAVAL AMMUNICATION 
DEPOT – While in the military I lived on 
a farm in Colts Neck in the summer 1959 
at the time of the sighting. 

This farm now is part of the Mon-
mouth County Parks System and it is 
known as Dorbrook Farm. This farm 
was also the sight of a recent crop 
circle as chronicled by the Asbury 
Park Press. The sighting involved a day-
light silver sphere with blinking red and 
white lights engulfing the sphere in no 
discernible pattern. 

The sphere followed the Normand 
Navy Road from Leonardo to the main 
Colts Neck storage facilities and disap-
peared. Thanks to Joseph Foster.

SURF CITY – Three of us were sitting 
overlooking the bay when three red 
or orange objects gained altitude slowly 
at 9:15 p.m. on September 1 at our vaca-
tion home. 

Two flew one above the other with 
one following. Similar objects were ob-
served on August 8, 2012, in Surf City. 

Later, I see a strange orangish col-
ored sphere floating through the sky. We 
just watched as they flew right over us 
and into the cloud cover. They were fly-
ing from east to west against the normal 
wind flow and did not appear to be Chi-
nese Lanterns. It flew at a good rate of 
speed. Thanks to Peter Davenport, Di-
rector, National UFO Reporting Center, 
UFOcenter.com.
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National UFO Reporting Center

By Peter B. Davenport
UPDATE ON THE PECULIAR 
“FIREBALL” PHENOMENON:  
In the August 2012 issue of the UFO 
Journal, I wrote about the high fre-
quency of reports of red or orange 
“fireballs” that the National UFO Re-
porting Center (NUFORC) has been 
receiving since approximately June 
2011.  We still have no explanation 
for what the objects are, and the phe-
nomenon appears to be continuing, 
unabated.  In fact, it appears to be an 
even more frequent occurrence than 
ever before, and such reports now 
constitute the majority of cases that 
are submitted, either over our Hot-
line, or via our Online Report Form. 

 I paraphrase below a few of the re-
ports that have been submitted to our 
Center recently.

 Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, Sun-
day, September 2, 2012, @ 1:20 
a.m. (local)—A senior commercial 
airline pilot (with an Airline Trans-
port Pilot rating), together with a 
friend, were on vacation in Mexi-
co for the Labor Day weekend.  They 
were sitting on the balcony of their 
hotel room, enjoying a view of the 
ocean, when their attention suddenly 
was drawn to, they believe, two or-
ange lights, which appeared to them 
to have risen directly out of the water, 
not far from shore. At first, the wit-
nesses assumed that the lights were 
lanterns, released from a boat, but 
they were confused by the fact that 
they couldn’t see the boat, and by the 
fact that the lights just continued ris-
ing vertically until they got so small, 
they simply disappeared from the 
witnesses’ sight!

 Seconds after the first event, the 
witnesses’ curiosity was heightened 
further when they saw yet another 
cluster of orange lights rise from the 
water.  However, this time they were 
even more convinced that the lights 
had risen not from the surface of the 
water, but rather, out of the water!!  
With this second cluster of lights in 
front of them, the witnesses were now 
entranced by the events unfolding be-
fore them.

 The two continued watching for 
only a few more seconds, when a 
third and fourth cluster of lights rose 
out of the water, ascended along the 
same path that the first two pair had 
followed, and simply ascended into 
the night sky, getting so small, the 
witnesses could no longer see them. 
They believe that, over the course of 
approximately two minutes, approxi-
mately 12 lights rose directly out of 
the water in front of them, ascended 
almost vertically, and then disap-
peared in the night sky.

 The pilot who reported the incident 
commented that he has exceptionally 
good vision, and that he was con-
vinced he was not the victim of any 
type of optical illusion. He empha-
sized the strong emotional effect that 
the sighting had evoked in both wit-
nesses, who remain totally mystified 
by what they had seen.

 Elmont, New York, Sunday, Sep-
tember 9, @ 8:10 p.m. (local)—A 
husband and wife were driving east 
on the Hempstead Turnpike in El-
mont, New York, and were approxi-
mately 17 (statute) miles to the east 
of Manhattan in New York City. Their 

attention was suddenly drawn to ap-
proximately a dozen orange lights 
ahead of their car in the eastern sky, 
each about three times the size of a 
bright star, the witnesses estimated.  

 The lights were oriented in an al-
most vertical line, although two of 
the lights appeared suddenly to “or-
bit” around each other, changing po-
sitions. The lights then suddenly just 
disappeared in the night sky. When 
asked whether the lights might have 
been the type of lanterns that often 
are released at social events, the hus-
band rejected that possibility out of 
hand.

 Both witnesses are highly educated 
professionals, and both of them were 
flabbergasted by the event. The hus-
band, who called the Hotline, stated 
that it was a life-altering event for 
both witnesses, and commented that 
the sighting had engendered in him 
his first interest in the UFO phenom-
enon. 

 *        *        *
 Preface:  One of the interesting 

aspects of UFO work, as if the sight-
ing reports are not interesting enough 
by themselves, is the occasional, and 
striking, co-incidence that a meticu-
lous investigator can encounter, when 
analyzing the details of a case.  Be-
low, I describe one of those cases…

 THE CASE OF THE “MUTI-
LATED” CAR:  Chicago, Novem-
ber 4, 2008, @ 9:20 p.m. (local)—At 
8:05 p.m., on Wednesday night, No-
vember 5, 2008, I received a call over 
the Hotline from a concerned mother 
in West Virginia, who reported that 
on the previous evening, Tuesday, 

‘Fireball’ phenomena frequency up;
Case of ‘mutilated car’ revisited 
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November 4, her daughter had expe-
rienced a very unusual occurrence, 
which both mother and daughter were 
alarmed and confused by. 

 The mother briefly described that 
her daughter, an undergraduate in Chi-
cago, IL, was driving her car during the 
previous evening, when suddenly, the 
daughter’s late-model Japanese four-
door sedan, was simply “shoved” one 
lane to the right.

 Given that I field a broad spectrum 
of calls that have nothing to do with 
UFOs, my initial reaction to the call 
was that the case would be of little in-
terest, but how wrong my preconcep-
tion was.

 Curious to know more, and having 
little else to do that night, I telephoned 
the daughter in Chicago, and obtained 
a more complete picture of what had 
happened. 

 At approximately 9:20 p.m. (CST), 
the young woman had left her apart-
ment, gotten into her car (a compact, 
late model Japanese four-door sedan), 
and had started to drive north on Lake 
Cook Road toward Interstate 94.  She 
was planning to meet with a friend to 
discuss school matters.

 Just a block or two from her apart-
ment, and still south of the entrance to 
the interstate, the witness reported that 
she felt a strong “nudge” against her 
car, which was strong enough to shove 
it very quickly from the center lane of 
the three-lane road into the far right 
lane.

 The driver was mystified by what 
had happened, but thinking that she 
might have hit something, or some-
one, and she began looking actively 
all around her car, and in her rear-view 
mirrors. She saw nothing that caught 
her attention, but her scanning of her 
immediate area satisfied her that she 
had not been hit by another vehicle, 
since none were visible anywhere near 
her location, and she could see nothing 
in the road behind her. The one thing 
she did note, however, is that her out-
side driver’s mirror was missing.

 Realizing that her car might have 
been damaged, although it seemed to 

drive normally, the driver turned right 
onto Revere Drive, and turned on her 
emergency flashers. She then exited her 
car, but she was not prepared for what 
she saw. The whole left side of the ve-
hicle appeared to her to be “pressed in” 
in an irregular fashion, as if the metal 
had been melted, leaving deep furrows 
in the metal doors and body. Making 
the situation even more baffling to 
the driver was the fact that the metal 

didn’t appear to be torn at all, and the 
paint did not appear scuffed, cracked, 
or missing, and none of the glass win-
dows or plastic light lenses was dam-
aged. It appeared as if some type of 
mysterious force had just pressed the 
metal into deep furrows, leaving the 
rest of the car unaffected. 

 Thinking that some kind of accident 

Photos from the November 2008 ‘mutilated car’ case in Chicago where the vehicle’s metal 
appears to be pressed or melted rather than torn. Credit: Sam Maranto.

Continued on page 23.
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Open Minds magazine special for MUFON members. 

Pay only $19.95 for new or renewed annual subcriptions. That’s a 50% savings! 
Use coupon code “MUFON12” at openminds.tv/magazine 
or call 1-877-UFO-0110 to place your order.  
Act now! This offer will expire on October 1, 2012. 

Extra postage will apply for Canadian and International orders.
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the night sky
By Gavin A.J. McLeod

WANTED
 Senior Field Investigators
for Case Assistance Group 

  Contact Marie 
mcmalzahn@gmail.com 

for more information 

Moon Phases
Last Quarter October 8th

New Moon October 15th

First Quarter October 22nd

Full Moon October 29th

 

Bright Planets (Evening Sky)
Mercury (magnitude: -0.4 to -0.2): 

From Virgo through Libra into Scorpius.
For northern hemisphere observers 

Mercury will begin the month standing 
low above the west-southwest horizon at 
sunset and will set below the western ho-
rizon about ½ hour later; by month’s end 
Mercury will be standing low above the 
southwest horizon at sunset and will set 
below the southwest horizon about 1 hour 
later.

For southern hemisphere observers 
Mercury will begin the month standing 
above the western horizon at sunset and 
will set below the western horizon about 
1 ½ hour later; by month’s end Mercury 
will be standing above the western horizon 
at sunset and will set below the southwest 
horizon about 2 hours later.

Mars (magnitude 1.2): From Libra 
through Scorpius into Ophiuchus.

For northern hemisphere observers 
Mars will begin the month standing above 
the southwest horizon at sunset and will be 
setting below the west-southwest horizon 
about 2 hours later; by month’s end Mars 
will be standing above the southwest hori-
zon at sunset and will set below the south-
west  horizon about 2 hours later.

For southern hemisphere observers 
Mars will begin the month standing very 
high above the west-northwest  horizon at 
sunset and will be setting below the west-
southwest horizon about 4 ¼ hours later; 
by month’s end Mars will be standing high 
above the western horizon at sunset and 
will set below the southwest horizon about 
3 ½ hours later.

Saturn (magnitude: 0.7): In Virgo.
For northern hemisphere observers Sat-

urn will begin the month standing above 
the west-southwest horizon at sunset and 
will be setting below the western horizon 
about 1 hour later; as the month passes 
Saturn will sink towards the setting Sun 
and will be lost in the glare of the Setting 
Sun by the third week of month and will 
appear in the morning sky in November.

For southern hemisphere observers Sat-
urn will begin the month standing above 

the western horizon at sunset and will set 
below the western horizon about 2 hours 
later; as the month passes Saturn will sink 
towards the setting Sun and will be lost in 
the glare of the Setting Sun by the third 
week of the month and will appear in the 
morning sky in November.

Bright Planets (Morning Sky)
Venus (magnitude -4.0): From Leo into 

Virgo.
For northern hemisphere observers Ve-

nus will begin the month rising above the 
east-northeast horizon about 3 ¼ hours 
before sunrise and will be standing very 
high above the east-southeast horizon at 
sunrise; by month’s end Venus will be ris-
ing above the eastern horizon about 2 ¾ 
hours before sunrise and will be standing 
high above the east-southeast horizon at 
sunrise.

For southern hemisphere observers Ve-
nus will begin the month rising above the 
horizon about 1 ½ hours before sunrise and 
will be standing above the northeast hori-
zon at sunrise; by month’s end Venus will 
be rising above the eastern horizon about 
1 hour before sunrise and will be standing 
above the eastern horizon at sunrise.

Jupiter (magnitude -2.6): In Taurus. 
For northern hemisphere observers Ju-

piter will begin the month rising above the 
east-northeast horizon about 4 ¼ hours af-
ter sunset and will be standing very high 
above the southeast horizon at sunrise; by 
month’s end Jupiter will be rising above 
the east-northeast horizon about 2 hours 

after sunset and will be standing high 
above the western horizon at sunrise.

For southern hemisphere observers Ju-
piter will begin the month rising above the 
east-northeast horizon about 5 ½  hours 
before sunrise and will be standing  above 
the west-northwest horizon at sunrise; by 
month’s end Jupiter will be rising above 
the northeast horizon about 3 hours af-
ter sunset and will be standing above the 
northwest horizon at sunrise.

Other Celestial Phenomena
Zodiacal Light: Zodiacal light will be 

visible in northern latitudes in the east be-
fore morning twilight beginning October 
13th, and lasting two weeks. The phenom-
enon is visible only from very dark loca-
tions. Zodiacal light is the result of sun-
light bouncing off dust grains in our solar 
system. These grains lie mostly in the 
plane of the solar system. Look for a pyra-
mid of light in the evening sky somewhat 
similar in appearance to the light from a 
city or town just over the horizon.

Conjunctions and Occultations:
October 5: Jupiter 0.9 degrees north of 

Moon.
October 6: Mercury 3 degrees south of 

Saturn.
October 12: Venus 6 degrees north of 

Saturn.
October 17: Mercury 1.3 degrees south 

of the Moon.
October 18: Mars 2 degrees south of the 

Moon.

Grouping Of Bright Planets and Stars: The Moon, Mercury, Saturn, Mars, Antares and 
Arcturus. Just after sunset on October 16, 2012.
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Mutual UFO Network, Inc.
262 Wilmer Ave.

Cincinnati, Ohio 45226
 513-871-UFOS (8367)

mufon.com

Membership questions
Contact Office Manager Sharon McGee  513-871-UFOS (8367) or smcgee@mufon.com

Change of address

Email name, MUFON number, old address, and new 
address to hq@mufon.com (please include the words 
“change of address” in the subject line).

MUFON merchandise
Books, videos, CDs, DVDs, back issues of MUFON UFO 
Journal, clothing, cups, and pins with the MUFON logo; 
proceedings of the annual MUFON International UFO 
Symposiums since 1971. DVDs, videos, and audio CDs 
of some past speakers may be ordered  for $19.95 each 
or $159.95 for a set of nine DVDs 
• visit mufon.com   
• call 513-871-UFOS (8367)
• email smcgee@mufon.com

Speaker DVDs, videos, and audio CDs of symposiums 
prior to 2008, may be ordered from:

 The International UFO Congress
67 South Higley Road, 103-408, 
Gilbert, Arizona 85296 
602.889.3083  or ufocongressstore.com

Report a UFO sighting

Help us investigate, research, and educate 
by reporting your sighting.

Go to mufon.com/reportufo.html

An investigator may contact you. 

Leave a legacy to MUFON

Don’t let your valuable research end up at a 
flea market or estate sale! Please remem-
ber MUFON in your will. Besides monetary 
bequests, you can donate UFO case files, 
periodicals, etc. Contact MUFON at 513-
871-UFOS (8367) for more information. 

Nominate a Volunteer of the Month

Do you know someone in the MUFON orga-
nization who deserves to be recognized in 
the Journal as a Volunteer of the Month? 

Contact your state director, and e-mail edi-
tor@mufon.com (please include the words 
“volunteer nomination” in the subject line). 

Contact the Editor of MUFON UFO Journal

Email Roger Marsh at editor@mufon.com
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State Director Weighted Rank Assigned Completed

1 Texas Steve A. Hudgeons 100 %             233/233 209/209

2 Missouri Debbie A. Ziegelmeyer 100 %             175/175 111/111

3 North Carolina Steven White 100 %             115/115 105/105

4 Ohio Cathy Richards 100 %             144/144 83/83

5 Tennessee Eddie Middleton 100 %             54/54 57/57

6 Kentucky Roberta Smith 100 %             67/67 52/52

7 Kansas Steve Winans 100 %             41/41 41/41

8 South Carolina Cheryl Ann Gilmore 100 %             38/38 40/40

9 Connecticut William Shakalis 100 %             39/39 40/40

10 Iowa Gregory Andersen 100 %             48/48 30/30

11 New Mexico Donald R. Burleson 100 %             28/28 28/28

12 West Virginia Fred R. Saluga 100 %             22/22 24/24

13 Wyoming Richard Beckwith 100 %             10/10 13/13

14 Delaware Bob Gardner 100 %             13/13 11/11

15 Florida Morgan A. Beall 99 %             189/189 235/236

16 Pennsylvania John Ventre 99 %             215/215 187/189

17 Michigan William J. Konkolesky 99 %             226/230 145/145

18 Colorado Douglas Wilson 99 %             93/94 82/82

19 New Jersey George A. Filer, III 99 %             64/65 76/76

20 Georgia Ralph O. Howard, Jr. 98 %             74/77 84/84

21 California Georgeanne Cifarelli 97 %             274/275 253/264

22 Indiana Stewart I. Hill 97 %             94/94 67/70

23 Idaho James Baker 97 %             23/24 30/30

24 Rhode Island John Ventre 97 %             21/22 10/10

25 South Dakota Jim Klancnik 92 %             6/7 10/10

26 California Ruben J. Uriarte [Area 1] 90 %             155/185 160/163

27 Alabama Richard Hoffman 90 %             27/32 32/33

28 Nevada Marie C. Malzahn 89 %             32/41 31/31

29 Utah Max Mitchell 84 %             16/23 38/38

30 Oklahoma Richard Gardner 81 %             40/57 37/40

31 Minnesota Craig R. Lang [Section 4] 81 %             58/63 30/42

32 Arizona James E. Mann 79 %             121/159 115/140

33 Massachusetts Bob Gardner 78 %             34/49 44/50

34 Wisconsin Vicki LeBlanc 77 %             44/49 23/35

35 Montana Marie C. Malzahn 77 %             5/9 6/6

36 Vermont John Ventre 75 %             5/10 9/9

37 New York Samuel A. Falvo 74 %             182/189 70/135

38 Oregon Thomas Bowden 74 %             90/95 29/54

39 Maryland Donald Borton 72 %             37/38 21/45

40 New Hampshire John Ventre 72 %             17/26 16/20

41 Alaska Marie C. Malzahn 69 %             2/4 8/9

42 Virginia Susan L. Swiatek 67 %             64/68 31/77

43 Arkansas Norman D. Walker 64 %             10/18 19/26

44 Nebraska John C. Kasher 59 %             6/8 4/9

45 Illinois Samuel Maranto 57 %             81/113 39/90

46 North Dakota Dale Brown 57 %             3/4 2/5

47 Louisiana Reginald Buck 48 %             3/17 22/28

48 Washington David McManus 47 %             0/0 65/68

49 Mississippi Norman D Walker 22 %             2/5 1/22

50 District of Columbia Don Borton 8 %             0/0 1/6

CMS rankings
Here is September’s CMS Ranking 
Report for all State Directors. Con-
gratulations to Steve A. Hudgeons 
(Texas), Debbie A. Ziegelmeyer (Mis-
souri), Steven White (North Carolina), 
Cathy Richards (Ohio), Eddie Middle-
ton (Tennessee), Roberta Smith (Ken-
tucky), Steve Winans (Kansas), Cheryl 
Ann Gilmore (South Carolina), Wil-
liam Shakalis (Connecticut), Gregory 
Andersen (Iowa), Donald R. Burleson 
(New Mexico), Fred R. Saluga (West 
Virginia), Richard Beckwith (Wyo-
ming), Bob Gardner (Delaware) for be-
ing at 100%!!! All State Directors who 
are at 100% are highlighted.

Understanding the Chart

This report is based on our two 
measures of UFO Investigation effec-
tiveness. 1). Assigning reports within 
72 hours of receipt, and 2). completing 
all investigations within 90 days of be-
ing assigned. The “Assigned” column 
is a three month running average of 
the number of cases assigned within 
72 hours divided by the total number 
of cases received in that three month 
period. 

The “Completed” column is the 
number of cases completed beginning 
ninty (90) days back and going back 
six months from there (for a total of 
nine months back) divided by the total 
number of cases reported in the same 
period. The “Weighted Rank” is just 
the average of the two columns ex-
pressed as a percent.To improve your 
score be sure to assign all cases with-
in 72 hours, and follow-up with your 
Field Investigators to ensure all reports 
are completed within 90 days. 

To be considered complete, a re-
port must have been investigated and 
placed in one of the three completed 
status codes (Unknown, Hoax or IFO) 
by you or your Field Investigator clos-
ing the case.

Questions or help? Contact Marie 
Malzahn at mmalzahn@mufon.com.
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MUFON Minutes
NEW FIELD INVESTIGATORS
 
Louis Greub, WI; Robert D. Barclay, 
ID; Donna Guillaume, FL; Julia Den-
nis, TN; Mike Zoiss, TN; Gilbert Ri-
vera, AZ; Corinne Allain, HI; Ron 
McGlone, OH; John Compatore, WA; 
Don Martin, CA; William Cypress, 
NY; Leonard Howlett, FL; Sandra 
“Sue” Countiss, NV; Jeremy Little, IN; 

was silently hovering over the Oscar 
Launch Control Facility. 

Salas quickly awoke then-Capt. 
Meiwald, who was on his rest break, 
but before he could tell him about the 
phone calls with the topside guard, 
they were both shocked to see multiple 
warning lights indicating the missiles 
were dropping-off alert status—that is, 
malfunctioning. 

During a tape-recorded telephone 
conversation in August 1996, Meiwald, 
by then a retired colonel, told Salas 
that shortly after the missiles failed—
he remembered six-to-eight, whereas 
Salas recalls all ten going offline—a 
two-man security team had been or-
dered into the field in response to an 
intrusion alarm at one of the silos. 

Salas had forgotten that develop-
ment over the years so Meiwald pro-
vided the details, saying that when the 
team approached the missile site, they 
saw a UFO hovering above it. Badly 
frightened, the two men raced back to 
the launch control facility. Apparently, 
one of the guards was so shaken by the 
experience that he couldn’t continue 

his shift and had to be taken directly to 
the Malmstrom AFB hospital. 

Col. Meiwald subsequently elabor-
ated on the events at Oscar in a let-
ter to Salas. That item, as well as the 
taped 1996 conversation referenced 
above, may be accessed via my “Witch 
Hunt” article. The recording of my 
own May 6, 2011 phone conversation 
with Meiwald is presented in another 
article, “Echo Flight UFO Incident Not 
Unique”, also available at my website.

In response to James Carlson’s many 
unfounded charges against Salas—he 
continues to call the former captain 
“a liar and a fraud” in hundreds of 
blog posts—Col. Meiwald unequivo-
cally told me that Salas had presented 
the events at Oscar “very accurately” 
during his public statements about the 
incident in recent years. Meiwald said 
that the UFO sighted by the security 
team had been described as a “bright, 
flying object at low-level” and also 
confirmed, just as Salas has said, that 
the two launch officers were debriefed 
by an agent from the Air Force Office 
of Special Investigations (OSI) and 
required to sign national security non-
disclosure statements. 

While Bob Salas has been quite open 
regarding his belief that the American 
people should be told, at long last, the 
truth about UFO activity at nuclear 
missile sites—a philosophic position 
that I obviously share—both Col. 
Meiwald and Col. Figel have been far 
less proactive in their public discussion 
of the two ICBM-shutdown events. 

Indeed, if one listens to the tapes of 

my conversations with them, it’s ap-
parent that I had to press them repeat-
edly to provide the details, which they 
did only reluctantly. Nevertheless, 
their taped admissions are now part of 
the public record and provide import-
ant anecdotal evidence for the reality 
of the UFO-Nukes Connection. 

As I was writing this article, I re-
ceived an email from Bob Salas, say-
ing, “I just spoke with Eric Carlson. He 
told me that he did not recall having 
been told about ‘credible’ UFO reports 
during the Echo shutdown. I asked him 
how he could be sure they were cred-
ible or not and he could not answer 
that.” 

This comment by Carlson is only 
the latest example of his disingenuous 
statements regarding the incident and 
completely ignores the fact that—ac-
cording to Col. Figel—both officers 
were thoroughly questioned about the 
UFO sighting by their squadron com-
mander, thereby confirming that he 
considered it to be credible. Moreover, 
Figel told me he was later flown to 
Strategic Air Command Headquarters 
at Offutt AFB, where he was further 
questioned about it.  

As far as I am aware, the most 
recent example of a reported UFO-
presence during a large-scale ICBM-
malfunction incident occurred at F.E. 
Warren AFB, Wyoming, on October 
23, 2010. My article on that event, 
titled “Huge UFO Sighted Near 
Nuclear Missiles During October 2010 
Launch System Disruption”, may be 
read at my website.

Barbara Jean Nagle, MA; and Fiona 
Robbins, Australia.
 
CALENDAR
 
Mysteries of Space & Sky. Oct. 27, 
BWI Ramada Hotel. Longest running 
UFO conference in Washington-Balti-
more area continues, with Scott & Su-
zanne Ramsey (“The Aztec Incident”), 

Mack Maloney (“UFOs in Wartime”), 
Rob/Sue Swiatek, and others.  Contact 
Dr. S. Peter Resta @ spr100@aol.com 
or 410-544-4927, Ext. 8.
 
Pittsburgh MUFON Conference: Oc-
tober 13-14; with  Birnes, Walton, Ro-
manek, Berry, Lang, Huneeus. Dinner 
with speakers. Visit mufonpa.com or 
call 724.836.1266.

Continued from page 13

Robert Hastings
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had occurred, which she didn’t fully 
understand, and concerned over the 
condition of her relatively new car, the 
woman called the 9-1-1, explained the 
situation to the operator, and a police of-
ficer was dispatched to her location. The 
driver was interested in having a formal 
police report generated, most of all to 
be able to satisfy her insurance com-
pany that the incident had occurred, and 
that it had occurred as she described the 
events to the investigating officer.

 When I spoke via telephone with the 
young woman, she sounded to me to be 
both eloquent and sincere, so I decided 
to pursue the case further by turning 
it over to Mr. Sam Maranto, the State 
Director for MUFON/Illinois. Within a 
very short period of time, Mr. Maranto 
had visited the driver, and had taken 
several photographs of the damaged car, 
copies of which he forwarded to NU-
FORC in Washington State.

 Based on the baffling appearance of 
the left side of the car, I immediately of-
fered to purchase the vehicle, in order to 
preserve the evidence in the case. How-
ever, the owner declined the offer, Mr. 
Maranto reported, explaining that she 
liked the car, and she preferred to have 
it repaired, and restored to its original 
condition.  As a result, she took the car 
to a nearby repair facility, which initi-
ated the repair, part of which involved 
either replacing the doors, or cutting out 
the damaged metal and replacing just 
the panels. Mr. Maranto arranged also 
to remove a few paint chips from the 
damaged area of the car, and conveyed 
them to a laboratory at the University of 
Chicago for analysis, which was con-
ducted, and apparently completed by 
mid-February 2009.

 Making an already strange case 
stranger still, sometime during mid-Jan-
uary, Mr. Maranto discovered that the 
damaged doors, which were being held 
for him at the body shop, mysteriously 
had disappeared. Mr. Maranto reported 
to me that because of the sincere and 
contrite reaction of the proprietor of the 
body shop over this strange disappear-

ance, Sam felt that the proprietor was 
reporting the mysterious theft honestly.

 What compounds the mystery still 
further is that approximately two weeks 
after the disappearance of the doors, an 
unidentified male entered the offices of 
the University of Chicago laboratory, 
where the paint chip analysis had been 
completed, represented that he had been 
sent by Mr. Maranto to pick up a copy 
of the completed report, and to retrieve 
the paint chips. The report and samples 
were given to the stranger, he left im-
mediately, and he has not been seen 
since. No one knows who he was, and 
no one knows who had sent him. Tragi-
cally, the laboratory had not kept a copy 
of the report in its computers, so both 
the samples, and their analysis, were lost 
permanently, together with the doors.

 Someone must have wanted that evi-
dence very badly, I conclude. The only 
logical conclusion is that someone who 
is very interested in the UFO phenom-
enon, for whom expense may be no 
concern, and who prefers anonymity, 
appears to have organized a very well-
orchestrated effort not only to obtain 
evidence related to the case, but to deny 
others access to the  same data.  The 
rather daring double theft must have 
been well planned, and it was superbly 
well executed.

 *        *        *
 Many months after the above inci-

dents had occurred, and as I continued 
to ruminate on the case, searching for 
some explanation for what had happened 
to that car, something quite surprising 
suddenly occurred to me. Whether it is 
merely a coincidence, or whether it is 
some type of very subtle message, in-
tended to convey information, I cannot 
say, but I feel duty-bound, as an investi-
gator, to share honestly with the readers 
my epiphany...

 The damage to the automobile, a 
black sedan from Chicago, occurred at 
almost precisely the same time, 9:20 
p.m. (Central Time), that the momen-
tous announcement was being made 
on the east coast that the presumed vic-
tor in the Presidential election, held on 
that date, November 4, 2008, was U. S. 
Senator Barack Obama, the first Black 
American to win a Presidential bid, who 
also was from Chicago.  

Not only did these two events occur 
on the same night…they occurred at the 
same time.

 Whether there is any possible mes-
sage here, or whether it is just one of 
those rare, and meaningless, coinci-
dences, I cannot say.  

However, it is an example of how a 
UFO investigator, if he delves deeply 
enough into a case, may gain very subtle 
insight into an incident, even if he does 
not fully understand what its signifi-
cance may be.

Continued from page 17

Peter Davenport

UFO Witness Theater
Two Arizona witnesses are first to testify that a 
small, orb-like UFO followed their cars along a 
lonely stretch of desert road. A total of 28 wit-
nesses step up to the microphone from 15 
states in this riveting testimony of cases in-
vestigated by MUFON. Details on shapes and 
experiences have often changed the lives of 
witnesses. Each case has been closed out by 
investigators as an Unknown. Don’t listen to this 
show in the dark. Script: UFOs Up Close

Edited and Arranged by Roger Marsh.

UFOtrafficreport.com

License a show for your event

 
available scripts

UFOs Up Close 

The Missouri Surge

Investigating UFOs

724.205.0825
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The incident involved a fiery UFO that 
flew over the small town of Flatwoods, and 
then passed over a group of boys playing 
football on the school playground. Flying 
at tree top level, the object crash-landed 
on the mountaintop of a nearby local farm 
moments later. The group of curious Flat-
woods boys went to the house of Mrs. 
Kathleen May, mother of two of the boys 
in the group. Excited, some boys yelled 
it was a flying saucer, while others said it 
was a meteor. Mrs. May and Gene Lemon, 
a visiting 18-year old cousin, then escorted 
the boys to the nearby landing site to see 
what had landed. 

     Moments later, the group left the 
house on their trek and arrived on the farm 
about dusk. As they walked across a large 
field, some of the group noticed a pulsing 
red light, while others heard strange noises 
coming from another field. The group con-
tinued across the field, and then reached a 
metal gate. On the other side of the gate 
was an inclining dirt path that led to the 
back mountain where the object was seen 
going down. With darkness coming down, 
they quickly opened the gate and closed it. 
Lemon led the excited group up the path 
with his flashlight and toward the moun-
tain. Along the path, a wooded area was to 
the left, a second field to their right.

      Shortly after, the air along the path 
became filled with a strange low-rolling 
fog, which engulfed the area ahead of 
them. Lemon and May walked ahead of the 
boys who were strung along the dirt path 
behind them. The two adults and nearby 
boys walked into the fog and stated the 
odor was similar to burning sulfur, which 
irritated their eyes and nostrils. Regard-
less of the circumstances, Gene Lemon, 
Mrs. May and the boys continued up the 
path toward the back mountain. About half 
way up the dirt path, Mrs. May and Lemon 
heard a strange noise emanating from the 
woods to their left. The two adults pushed 
on, continued to lead the boys up the path, 
and then noticed something to their left 
and just ahead of them. 

      May and Lemon saw two glowing 
lights about 12 feet in the air in the vicinity 
of a large tree. These they thought were the 
eyes of an animal perched on a tree limb. 
Curious, May then walked ahead of Lem-
on in the beam of his flashlight to investi-
gate the lights off to her left and stepped 
toward the tree. Lemon then redirected his 
flashlight beam at the two glowing lights 

as Mrs. May simultaneously turned on her 
flashlight and beamed the light at them as 
well. As the flashlight beams hit the area 
of the glowing lights, they revealed a tow-
ering 12-foot tall figure, which lit up and 
floated toward them in a bounding motion. 
The horrified group fled back down the hill 
and back to the house. This was the story 
of the “Braxton County Monster.”

      I was informed about something that 
proved to be a major inconsistency in the 
event. The huge 12-foot tall figure that the 
witnesses saw on the farm that night, in re-
ality was not a “monster.”  

      A week after the incident, Mrs. May 
and Gene Lemon appeared on a national 
television show and told their frighten-
ing story. Before the live broadcast, a TV 
sketch artist sat down with the two wit-
nesses and talked with them about the 
incident. From their descriptions, the art-
ist drew the figure of the “monster” on a 
large poster board, which was later shown 
on the show. There was a major problem 
though. The artist’s depiction of the figure 
was incorrect. He portrayed its likeness, as 
a huge claw-waving figure, which wore a 
hooded garment and dress. 

      I learned that this so-called “mon-
ster,” was not a flesh and blood being with 
claws in a garment. Witnesses told me that 
the figure actually resembled a 12-foot tall 
metal-like structure, similar to a rocket. 
It was compared to a small craft or metal 
suit with a helmet and lower torso exhaust 
pipes, which performed as a hovering 
probe. Furthermore, my investigation re-
veals that this close encounter incident in 
Flatwoods was not an isolated event. The 
“Braxton County Monster” incident was 
only a segment of a much larger picture of 
what occurred that night. 

      What I now call the “September 12, 
1952 UFO flap” includes civilian and mili-
tary personnel who reported these UFO 
sightings to; The Pentagon, Air Force 
bases, Air Defense Command headquar-
ters, government offices, Civil Aeronautics 
Administration officials at airports, state 
and local police stations, radio stations and 
newspaper offices. 

      Even though these UFO sightings 
spanned over 21-hours and different ob-
jects were on several different flight paths 
over nine eastern states, government re-
cords tell us differently. Intelligence offi-
cials concluded the September 12, 1952, 
UFO sightings were actually caused by a 
single “fireball” meteor that passed over 
Washington, D.C. at 8 p.m. EDT that 

night!       I used the eyewitness accounts of 
the 102 east coast locations where the UFO 
sightings occurred and plotted them on re-
gional geographic and topographic maps. 
Subsequently, all of this information was 
then transferred onto a huge “master map.” 
I then placed the UFO events of that day 
into a chronological order and put together 
a precise time line. 

       The events of September 12, 1952, 
actually involved search and rescue mis-
sions by extraterrestrials, who attempted 
to retrieve two of their comrades that were 
downed and stranded in West Virginia. 

      A USAF F-94 jet fighter vanished into 
thin air shortly before the “Braxton Coun-
ty Monster” crash-landed in Flatwoods. 
In 1993, when I discovered the story in a 
Daytona Beach newspaper, I hunted down 
information about this missing jet incident 
and discovered several other Florida news-
paper articles about it. 

      I continued my research and then 
discovered the government had actually 
wiped every public record clean of the 
two missing airmen. Determined to find 
some answers, I tracked down and actually 
spoke to the older brothers of the two lost 
airmen.

Special thanks to Pennsylvania State Di-
rector John Ventre for this month’s Look-
ing Back contribution. Frank C. Fescino, 
Jr. will be appearing at PA MUFON’s Oc-
tober conference in the Pittsburgh area.

Looking Back: Flatwoods Monster cover-up revealed
Continued from page 1


